
 

Directory 
Church Office: ......... …………………………..912-355-1523 
School Office ..................................................... 912-355-3132 
Early Learning Center: ...................................... 912-629-2430 
Convent: ............................................................. 912-355-6815 
Email: ............................................... general@stjamessav.com 
Website: .................................................www.stjamessav.com 
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs.: 9am-5pm; Fri.: 9am-1:00pm 
2nd & 4th Sunday: 8:30am-12:30pm 
 
Staff 
Very Rev. Daniel F. Firmin, JCL…….…...………………Pastor 
Rev. Gabriel Gberikon………...…..……............Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Lewis King……... …..….….…….……….Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Mr. Lou Santore…………………………................Deacon 
Sr. Stephanie Gabriel, IHM ………..........Dir. of Evangelization 
Sr. Joan Felicia, IHM.…………….…………....School Principal 
Mrs. Misty Ellison-Youssef……….Director Early Learning Ctr 
Mrs. Bonnie MacAulay.……………….Administrative Assistant 
Mr. Charles Ancheta………………..Music Director & Organist 
Mr. Mark Kolbush……………….…………Director of Finance 
Mrs. Susanna Powers…………………………………. Receptionist 
Mr. Richard Morgan………………………............Maintenance 
Mr. Matt Keck…………………………………….Maintenance 

 
 

 

St. James Catholic School 
For information or tours 355-3132  

8412 Whitefield Avenue ~ Savannah, GA  
www.stjameschargers.com 

 
 
Mass Schedule 
Sunday:……………..7:30, 9:00 & 11:30 am (Nursery available) 
Vigil:……………………….5:00 pm (except on Holy Saturday) 
 
Weekdays………...Monday-Friday  7:00am & 8:30am; Saturday 9am 
                                                            Wednesday additional Mass at 5:30pm 
 
Isle of Hope:……………….............8:00 am - First Sunday only 
 
Holy Days of Obligation:…………………………………..TBA 
Pro-Life Holy Hour: …………………...Tuesdays 5:00–6:00pm 
                                           (Rosary, Adoration and Benediction) 
Sacraments 
Reconciliation:………..  Weekdays Mon-Fri: 7:45 - 8:15am; Tues-5pm,                               
                                    Saturday: 3:45--4:45pm, and by other times by appt. 
Baptism:……...……………..Please call the parish office to pre-register  
Anointing of the Sick:…………………..For anointing, or in case of an   
                  emergency, please call the parish office. 
Marriage:………………………………....Please contact a parish priest 
Lumen Christi Perpetual Adoration Chapel….......................24/7 

The Baptism of the Lord 

January 12th, 2025 

Saint James Parish Mission Statement  
Saint James the Less Parish will conduct our lives in ways that illustrate our discipleship to Jesus Christ by evangelizing His Word,   
promoting a culture of life, embracing  the richness of the Catholic Faith, use the Beatitudes to model our behaviors, and draw closer to 

Him through the Sacraments where we will receive courage, zeal, confidence, purpose, and the blessings of the Holy Trinity.  

WELCOME, VISITORS!  We extend a warm welcome to the individuals and  families who are celebrating with us today.  We invite 

you to register with our Parish Family.  You can fill out  a  registration form online or at the kiosk located in the Narthex, and return it to 

the church office.    

 8412 Whitefield Avenue ~ Savannah, Georgia 31406 ~ 912.355.1523 ~ website:  www.stjamessav.com 



 



 



 

Daily Prayer for the Unborn Child 
“Jesus, Mary and Joseph, I love you very much. 

I beg you to spare the life of the unborn child that I have 

spiritually adopted Who is in danger of abortion.” 

Pastor’s Corner 
Baptism of the Lord Sunday 

 
  

LOOKING FORWARD TO 2025 AT ST. JAMES 
The year of our Lord 2025 is going to be monumental for St. James the Less Catholic Church and School! We have so much to 
look forward to – the Sacraments of First Reconciliation, Confirmation, First Holy Communion for our young people, the 
2025 Catholic Women’s Conference, many fun events that will help fund projects at the school – the Golf Tournament, Gala, 
and Boosterthon (a week of giving for the school), construction finishing at the church and beginning at the school, and many 
more things! This will be a busy and exciting year! 
 
This week, the painters will begin painting the church. Choices have been finalized for tile, woodwork, upholstery, statues, 
and the altar and ambo. These will be in production this new year to be finished by the end of June! Things are moving along 
nicely! 
 
All the work at the school is set to commence this spring after we continue to finalize the plans and get the pricing set. Please 
pray for us as we go through this process! The added entrance will address needed security questions and the added classrooms 
will enhance the learning environment of our students. There are two rooms in the remodel which I think are spectacular – 
the Atrium (Chapel) for the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd and the Chapel at the school near the counselor’s office! These 
will be special places of prayer and learning for our students to follow Jesus Christ more closely!  
 
On the Campaign and fundraising side, we are moving along and will begin in this new year pushing forward to raise the final 
$4.4 million. Yes, in the last year, our St. James Catholic Community has contributed $11.1 million towards the goal of $15.5 
million! That is extraordinary! Thank you to everyone who has pledged and who are making this vision a reality! In the spring, 
there will be an opportunity for everyone in the parish to make a 3-year pledge to make this Campaign a success.  
 
Please continue to pray for the success of our campaign and for the projects to be completed safely and in good time! 
 
St. James the Less, pray for us 
May the Lord Jesus bless each of you and your families as we begin this new year! 
 
~ Fr. Daniel Firmin 



 

A PRAYER FOR THE SICK 

Father, your only son took upon himself the  
sufferings and weakness of all mankind; through 
His passion and cross He taught us how good can 
be brought out of suffering. Look upon our brothers 
and sisters who are ill. In the midst of illness and 
pain, may they be united with Christ, who heals 
both body and soul; may they know the consolation 
promised to those who suffer and be fully restored 
to health. 

~ Through Christ our Lord. ~ Amen.  
 

We pray for the sick of our Parish Community: 
Fr. Daniel Firmin, Josie Lee, JoAnn Faust, Fred 
Smithberg, Anthony Viola, Nathan Walker, Vicky 
Reyes, Dick Buchner, Maria Polito, Thomas 
Turchiano, Brian DeRouen, Monica & Pamela De 
Guzman, and all those listed in the book of the sick. 
In order for a name to be included on the prayer 
list, an immediate family member must notify the 
church office at 912-355-1523. Names will be 
listed here for 4 weeks and then entered into the 
Book of the Sick, unless the office is notified 
otherwise. 
 

A PRAYER FOR THE DEAD 

Father, source of forgiveness and salvation, 
through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary and all the saints, grant that our relatives, 
friends, and benefactors, who have passed from this 
world, may come to share your eternal happiness in 
the communion of saints.  

~ Through Christ our Lord. ~ Amen. 
 

We pray for the repose of the souls of:  
Paul Baldwin, Marie Robinson, John Broderick, 
Dominador Monterola, Delores Flemming, Donna 
Katula and all our deceased family and friends. 

 

 
 

Welcome to our new members: 
 

James and Devon Myrick & Family 

Peyton and Sara Singletary & Family 

Mass Schedule & Intentions 
** Please pray daily for our Priests, Seminarians & IHM Sisters 

 
1/12 Baptism of the Lord 
Is 42:1-4; Ps 29-1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10, Acts 10:34-38, Lk 3:15-16, 21-22 
 

7:30 am Fr. Gabriel 
9:00 am + Holli Strozzo ~ Fr. Firmin 
11:30 am For the People ~ Fr. King  
 

**Christopher Awiliba, Tomas Beroch, Godfred Boachie-Yiadom   
 | Noah Pace |  Sr. Alexis Karen Reavill  
 

1/13 Monday 
Heb 1:1-6; Ps 97:1 and 2b, 6 and 7c, 9; Mk 1:14-20 
 

7:00 am Fr. King 
8:30 am + Jack Kouvel ~ Fr. Gabriel 
 

**Michael Kavanaugh, Donal Keohane, Robert Keffer, Mike Kerin  
 |  Ethan Heusel  | Sr. Elizabeth Anne Bartholomew 
 

1/14 Tuesday 
Heb 2:5-12; Ps 8:2ab and 5, 6, 7, 8-9; Mk 1:21-28 
 

7:00 am + Nguyen Khac Quang ~ Fr. King 
8:30 am + Terry Harper, 1st Anniversary ~ Fr. Gabriel 
 

**Inshik Kim, Lewis King, David Klecker, Vernon Knight, David Koetter   
 | Robert Sadowski | Samantha Scharf   
 

1/15 Wednesday 
Heb 2:14-18; Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9; Mk 1:29-39  
 

7:00 a.m. Fr. Gabriel  
8:30 a.m. + Marie Robinson ~ Fr. Firmin 
5:30 p.m. Fr. King 
 

**Dawid Kwiatkowski, Brian LaBurt, Peter Lanshima, Andrew Larkin 
  | John Paul Brockman | Sr. Alexis Karen Reavill  
 

1/16 Thursday 
Heb 3:7-14; Ps 95:6-7c, 8-9, 10-11; Mk 1:40-45  
 

7:00 am + Shirley Charles ~ Fr. Firmin 
8:30 am + John Kegl ~ Fr. King 
 

**William Leahy, Raymond Levreault, Michael Lubinsky,  Louis Lussier   
 | Deacon Kevin Braski  |  Sr. Megan Elizabeth Capurso 
 

1/17 Friday St. Anthony, Abbot 
Heb 4:1-5, 11; Ps 78:3 and 4bc, 6c-7, 8; Mk 2:1-12 
 

7:00 am Special Intention, Patty Odom ~ Fr. Gabriel  
8:30 am + Joyce Egan ~ Fr. Firmin 
 

**John Lyons, Anthony Madanu, John R. Madden, Esteban Mallar  
 | Deacon Ziemowit Janaszek | Sr. Rachael Elizabeth Wilson 
 

1/18 Saturday  
Heb 4:12-16; Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15; Mk 2:13-17 
 

9:00 am + Delores & William Mottera ~ Fr. Firmin 
5:00 pm + Christina Pohlig ~ Fr. King 
 

**Nicholas Mansell, John Markham, Allan McDonald, Timothy McKeown  
 | Jared Miller | Samantha Scharf 
 

1/19 Second Sunday in Ordinary Time                                              
Is 62:1-5; Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 7-8, 9-10; 1 Cor 12:4-11; Jn 2:1-11 
 

7:30 am Special Intention, Kerry McBride ~ Fr. Firmin 

9:00 am + Joyce Egan ~ Fr. King 
11:30 am For the People  
 

**Odel Medina, Pablo Migone, Richard Minch, Thomas Murphy  
 | Justin Motes | Sr. Alexis Karen Reavill 

The Nursery is available for children 4 and under during the 9:00 
a.m. and 11:30 a.m. Masses. The Nursery is located in the Early 
Learning Center, Classroom #2. 



 

PARISH STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 

Offertory for Sunday 
Christmas Offertory 2024  $31,437.00 
December 29, 2024    $17,791.17 
YTD Offertory: July 1st through December 29th 
2023-24 Actual             $761,032.99 
2024-25 Budget             $766,427.26                                        
2024-25 Actual                 $710,038.44 
2nd Collection Catholic Schools     $7,760.00 
 

Offertory for Sunday 
January 1st, 2025  
   Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God $5,207.00 
January 5, 2025    $38,849.49 
YTD Offertory: July 1st through December 31st 
2023-24 Actual             $761,032.99 
2024-25 Budget             $766,427.26                                        
2024-25 Actual                 $732,040.23 
 

2024 ACA Progress Report as of 12/17/2024  

Total Given & Pledged        $189,331.74 

ACA Parish Goal:               $134,000  
% Participation:                 22.72 
 

Thank you for your generous gifts to the  Stewardship of Treasure.  The 

offertory is the primary means of support for the parish and  provides 

programs, support, and services to our parishioners, school and 

community. 

Sign up for Online Giving Visit our parish website  at 

www.stjamessav.com and select the Online Giving link.   If you have any 

questions please contact Mark Kolbush at  912-355-1523 or email:  

Mkolbush@stjamessav.com   

  

Council of Catholic Women 

Support, empower and educate all Catholic 

women in spirituality, leadership and service.   

There will not be a January meeting.  We will resume 
February 3 at 6:30 PM.  Karen Dills will show us how to 
make a flower arrangement.   

St. James Weekly Calendar 
 

1/12 The Baptism of the Lord 

2nd Collection is for Black and Indian Missions 

 

8:00-11:15am SJC Choir-Mercy Conference Rm 

10:00am Baptism-IOH-Fr. Frank Ziemkiewicz 
10:15-11:15am PREP -SJS 
 

Please join us for the Rosary for Fr. Firmin and his continued 
healing  daily after the 8:30am 

 
 

1/13 Monday   
7:45-8:15am Confessions-Fr. Gabriel -Office 

9:00am  Rosary-PC/gym 

1:00-2:30pm Contemplative Prayer Group-MCR 
5:30pm  Capital  Campaign Committee Mtg-MCR 
 

1/14 Tuesday           

7:45-8:15am Confessions-Fr. Firmin-Office 

9:00am  Rosary-MCR 
6:30-8:00pm RCIA-MCR 
 

1/15 Wednesday 

6:20-7:30am TMIY-PC/gym 
7:45-8:15am Confessions-Fr. Gabriel-Office 

9:00am  Rosary-MCR 

9:45-11:15am Bible Study-MCR 
  

1/16 Thursday    
7:45-8:15pm Confessions-Fr. King-Office 

9:00am  Rosary-MCR 

11:00am  Funeral Mass-IOH Chapel-Fr. Firmin 
 

1/17 Friday  
7:45-8:15pm Confessions-Fr. Firmin-Office 

9:00am  Rosary-MCR 
3:00pm  Mass Setup-PC/gym 

 

1/18 Saturday 
8:30am  Rosary-MCR 

3:45-4:45pm Confessions-TBD- Office 
 

1/19 Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:00-11:15am SJS Choir-Mercy Conference Rm 
NO PREP  

Cursillo Weekend Encounter  
 

What is Cursillo?      
It is a movement of the Catholic Church that 
makes it possible for people to live what is 
fundamental to being a Catholic Christian. It 
helps people discover and fulfill their personal 

vocation, and promotes the creation of core groups of Christians who 
transform their environment through living the Gospel.  It is for 
you if you feel called to a deeper commitment to your faith 
and are looking for a way to sustain your Christian journey. 
There will be a Cursillo weekend encounter in Collins, GA 
on Thurs, Jan 30 – Sun, Feb 2 for women and on Thurs, Feb 
13 – Sun, Feb16 for men. For more information, contact 
Sally Arman  sallyarman@comcast.net  912-598-2177 or 
Chuck Medlock chuckmedlock@aol.com  912-661-3962.  

ABUSE HOTLINE  To report sexual abuse of a minor 

by a Diocese of Savannah employee or  volunteer, call 

the abuse hotline at 888-357-5330 or the  Office for 

Protection of Children & Young people at 912-201-

4073. To read the policy on sexual abuse of minors, go 

to www.diosav.org/childyouthprotection. 

Today will be a second collection at all Masses for Black and Indian 
Missions. The funds are distributed as grants to dioceses throughout 
the United States, supporting and strengthening evangelization                         
programs which otherwise would cease. Please give generously to this 
appeal.  

mailto:sallyarman@comcast.net
mailto:chuckmedlock@aol.com


 



 

A revolutionary 
online platform 
featuring some of the 

best Catholic videos, audio talks, eBooks 
and movies.  This is a wonderful resource 
for personal faith formation.  To sign up 
FREE  visit formed.org  and click on “sign 
up” and then click “Sign up as a 
parishioner”  then enter Parish Code: 
NHNFN2 or St. James Savannah. Enter 
your email and create a password  (You 
will use this to login later). You can get 
Formed on your phone, tablet, Roku, 
Amazon Firestick, AppleTV.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
The St. Patrick’s Day   
Parade Committee  

 

 The St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee is 
currently seeking all children ages 8-18 to 

participate in the Flags of Ireland Unit for the  
2025 St. Patrick’s Day Parade                                     

and other activities.  
  

   Space is limited so to reserve your spot, 
or if you have any questions, please 

contact Jake Roberts 912-659-3146 or 
flag_unit@ 

savannahsaintpatricksday.com 



 

 

Savannah Care Center is in DIRE 
need of all size baby diapers!   
You can place your donations in the 

box provided in church office  or you may 
drop off at Savannah Care Center, 105 
E.34th St.  

St. James Church  

Food Pantry Ministry News  
 

There will NOT BE a Food Pantry for 

the month of January.   

Our next Food Pantry is February 8th. 

For more information, please call the Food 
Pantry line at 912-800-9006. If you would 
like to volunteer, please email Mary Lisicia 
at marylisicia@yahoo.com or call the 
church office at 912-355-1523.  If you 
prefer to make a monetary donation, 
please make the check out to St. James 
Catholic Church and place in the memo 
line – “SJC Food Pantry” or you can 
donate online at our website: 
www.stjamessav.com  

Kids Corner 

mailto:marylisicia@yahoo.com
http://www.stjamessav.com


 


