
 

Directory 
Church Office: ......... …………………………..912-355-1523 
School Office ..................................................... 912-355-3132 
Early Learning Center: ...................................... 912-629-2430 
Convent: ............................................................. 912-355-6815 
Email: ............................................... general@stjamessav.com 
Website: .................................................www.stjamessav.com 
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs.: 9am-5pm; Fri.: 9am-1:00pm 
2nd & 4th Sunday: 8:30am-12:30pm 
 
Staff 
Very Rev. Daniel F. Firmin, JCL…….…...………………Pastor 
Rev. Gabriel Gberikon………...…..……............Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Lewis King……... …..….….…….……….Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Mr. Lou Santore…………………………................Deacon 
Sr. Stephanie Gabriel, IHM ………..........Dir. of Evangelization 
Sr. Joan Felicia, IHM.…………….…………....School Principal 
Mrs. Misty Ellison-Youssef……….Director Early Learning Ctr 
Mrs. Bonnie MacAulay.……………….Administrative Assistant 
Mr. Charles Ancheta………………..Music Director & Organist 
Mr. Mark Kolbush……………….…………Director of Finance 
Mrs. Susanna Powers…………………………………. Receptionist 
Mr. Richard Morgan………………………............Maintenance 
Mr. Matt Keck…………………………………….Maintenance 

 
 

 

St. James Catholic School 
For information or tours 355-3132  

8412 Whitefield Avenue ~ Savannah, GA  
www.stjameschargers.com 

 
 
Mass Schedule 
Sunday:……………..7:30, 9:00 & 11:30 am (Nursery available) 
Vigil:……………………….5:00 pm (except on Holy Saturday) 
 
Weekdays………...Monday-Friday  7:00am & 8:30am; Saturday 9am 
                                                            Wednesday additional Mass at 5:30pm 
 
Isle of Hope:……………….............8:00 am - First Sunday only 
 
Holy Days of Obligation:…………………………………..TBA 
Pro-Life Holy Hour: …………………...Tuesdays 5:00–6:00pm 
                                           (Rosary, Adoration and Benediction) 
Sacraments 
Reconciliation:………..  Weekdays Mon-Fri: 7:45 - 8:15am; Tues-5pm,                               
                                    Saturday: 3:45--4:45pm, and by other times by appt. 
Baptism:……...……………..Please call the parish office to pre-register  
Anointing of the Sick:…………………..For anointing, or in case of an   
                  emergency, please call the parish office. 
Marriage:………………………………....Please contact a parish priest 
Lumen Christi Perpetual Adoration Chapel….......................24/7 

February 2 , 2025 
The Presentation of the Lord 

Saint James Parish Mission Statement  
Saint James the Less Parish will conduct our lives in ways that illustrate our discipleship to Jesus Christ by evangelizing His Word,   
promoting a culture of life, embracing  the richness of the Catholic Faith, use the Beatitudes to model our behaviors, and draw closer to 

Him through the Sacraments where we will receive courage, zeal, confidence, purpose, and the blessings of the Holy Trinity.  

WELCOME, VISITORS!  We extend a warm welcome to the individuals and  families who are celebrating with us today.  We invite 

you to register with our Parish Family.  You can fill out  a  registration form online or at the kiosk located in the Narthex, and return it to 

the church office.    

 8412 Whitefield Avenue ~ Savannah, Georgia 31406 ~ 912.355.1523 ~ website:  www.stjamessav.com 



 

Come join us as we begin the TMIY Spring 2025 Semester of 
"Apostles of the New Springtime", beginning Wednesday, 
February 5. Program will run for 13 consecutive Wednesdays 
from 6:20 - 7:30 am.  This is our 10th year of the TMIY (That 
Man is You) Catholic Men's program.  Come grow in your Cath-
olic faith and become part of our TMIY brotherhood. Call Brian 
Kennedy, cell 912 661-0546 or Paul Lambert, cell 912 484-4670 
for more information.  



 

The Discalced Carmelite Seculars of Savannah invite you to send them your prayer requests 
for the sick and dying or for other concerns. 

  

Discalced Carmelite Seculars (OCDS) are practicing members of the Catholic Church who, 
under the protection of Our Lady of Mount Carmel and inspired by St. Teresa of Jesus 
and St. John of the Cross, make the commitment to seek the face of God for the sake of the 
church and the world. They come from all walks of life, from every level of education and 
from every type of work (married or unmarried).  To submit your prayer requests or to learn 
more about OCDS, go to savannahocds.org. 

Pastor’s Corner 
Feast of the Presentation of the Lord 

 
 

  
Snow Days! 
Well, that was an unexpected Artic blast! 3-5 inches of snow fell at St. James and around Savannah. And it stayed! 
I cannot recall a time when that much snow fell and stayed on the ground and roofs for so long! Everything shut 
down and Savannah was quiet and still. I hope that you and your family took advantage of those days and played 
in the snow and spent some good family time together. By the end of the week, however, I am sure that many 
parents were willing to brave the icy streets to get their children back into school! 
 
Due to those snow days and the icy roads, we had to postpone First Reconciliation for our 2nd graders. So, I ask for 
your prayers for these young men and women on the evening of Wednesday, February 5th. The Lord’s mercy and 
grace will be flowing into them through the sacrament!  
 
Georgia Martyrs! 
Bishop Parkes, on Monday, January 27, 2025, received word from Rome that Friar Pedro de Corpa and his four 
Companions were declared martyrs who died from hatred of the faith (odium fidei) in September of 1597 at three 
different Guale missions in Coastal Georgia here in what is now the Diocese of Savannah. They died because they 
upheld the Church’s teaching on marriage. Very simply, the heir to the chiefdom wanted to marry a second wife 
and the friars stood firm on the truth that marriage is between one man and one woman. They upheld the dignity of 
marriage (like St. John the Baptist, the patron of the Diocese of Savannah). These friars are now to be called 
“Venerable” and the Rite of Beatification will be sometime next year. They are one step closer to being declared 
canonized SAINTS!  
 
The cause (case) for these men to be canonized began over 40 years ago here in the Diocese when a mission was 
found on what is now St. Catherine’s Island. Archeologists had been looking for the Mission of Santa Catalina de 
Guale and they discovered the foundations of the mission church in the early 1980s.  
 
For their whole story, please see www.thegeorgiamartyrs.org. Before the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth Rock, two 
centuries before Blessed Junipero Serra founded the missions in modern day California, and before Catholics were 
not allowed in the colony of Georgia by Oglethorpe, the Guale Indians lived and practiced Catholicism here on the 
coast of Georgia. This is the rich history of our faith in our Diocese of Savannah! The witness of these friars is our 
heritage! 
 
Stay tuned for how you can celebrate them in your family and how we can celebrate them in the life of our 
Church! 
 
Venerable Pedro de Corpa and Companions, pray for us! 
St. James the Less, pray for us! 
 
~ Fr. Daniel Firmin 

http://www.thegeorgiamartyrs.org


 

A PRAYER FOR THE SICK 

Father, your only son took upon himself the  
sufferings and weakness of all mankind; through 
His passion and cross He taught us how good can 
be brought out of suffering. Look upon our brothers 
and sisters who are ill. In the midst of illness and 
pain, may they be united with Christ, who heals 
both body and soul; may they know the consolation 
promised to those who suffer and be fully restored 
to health. 

~ Through Christ our Lord. ~ Amen.  
 

We pray for the sick of our Parish Community: 
Fr. Daniel Firmin, Josie Lee, JoAnn Faust, Hope 
Fuller, Anthony Viola, Nathan Walker, Vicky 
Reyes, Dick Buchner, Maria Polito, Brian 
DeRouen, Monica & Pamela De Guzman, and all 
those listed in the book of the sick. 
In order for a name to be included on the prayer 
list, an immediate family member must notify the 
church office at 912-355-1523. Names will be 
listed here for 4 weeks and then entered into the 
Book of the Sick, unless the office is notified 
otherwise. 
 

A PRAYER FOR THE DEAD 

Father, source of forgiveness and salvation, 
through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary and all the saints, grant that our relatives, 
friends, and benefactors, who have passed from this 
world, may come to share your eternal happiness in 
the communion of saints.  

~ Through Christ our Lord. ~ Amen. 
 

We pray for the repose of the souls of:  
Leonard Michael Knight, Joseph Billotto, Leo 
Zurkuhlen, Michelle Ansley,  John Broderick, and 
all our deceased family and friends. 

Mass Schedule & Intentions 
** Please pray daily for our Priests, Seminarians & IHM Sisters 

 

2/2 Feast of the Presentation of the Lord 
Mal 3:1-4; Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 10; Heb 2:14-18; Lk 2:22-40 or Lk 2:22-32 
 

7:30 am + Harlan Batanian ~ Fr. Gabriel 
8:00 am (IOH) Bishop Boland 
 Special Intention for the healing of victims of abuse and for the purification of the Church 
9:00 am + Joyce Egan ~ Fr. Gabriel 
11:30 am For the People ~ Fr. Firmin 
 

**Bishop J. Kevin Boland | Deacon Ziemowit Janaszek  
 | Sr. Megan Elizabeth Capurso 
 

2/3 Monday 
Heb 11:32-40, Ps 31:20, 21, 22, 23, 24; Mk 5:1-20  
 

7:00 a.m. + Stephen Thomas, Sr.  ~ Fr. King  
8:30 am + Joyce Egan ~ Fr. Gabriel 
 

**Jason Adams, Theodore Agba, Jacob Almeter, Fredy Angel | Jared Miller   
 | Sr. Rachael Elizabeth Wilson 
 

2/4 Tuesday 
Heb 12:1-4; Ps 22:26b-27, 28 and 30, 31-32; Mk 5:21-43 
 

7:00 am  Fr. Firmin 
8:30 am + Leonard Michael Knight ~ Fr. Gabriel 
 

**Samuel Aniekwe, Emmanuel Antwi, John Ariko, David Arnoldt   
 | Justin Motes | Samantha Scharf 
 

2/5 Wednesday    St. Agatha, Virgin and Martyr 
Heb 12:4-7, 11-15; Ps 103:1-2, 13-14, 17-18a; Mk 6:1-6 
 

7:00 a.m. + Joyce Egan ~ Fr. Gabriel  
8:30 a.m. + Joyce Egan ~ Fr. Firmin 
5:30 p.m. Fr. King  
 

**Christopher Awiliba, Tomas Beroch, Godfred Boachie-Yiadom  
 | Noah Pace  |  Sr. Alexis Karen Reavill  
 

2/6 Thursday St. Paul Miki & Companions, Martyrs 
Heb 12:18-19, 21-24; Ps 48:2-3ab, 3cd-4, 9, 10-11; Mk 6:7-13 
 

7:00 am Fr. King  
8:30 am + Dominador Mesa Monterola ~ Fr. King 
 

**Brett Brannen, Joey Buencamino, Anthony Phong Bui, Juan Carlos Castillo 
 | Fred Williams | Sr. Megan Elizabeth Capurso 
 

2/7 Friday 
Heb 13:1-8; Ps 27:1, 3, 5, 8b-9abc; Mk 6:14-29  
 

7:00 am + Joe & Eleanor Foley ~ Fr. Gabriel  
8:30 am + Edmond Coulson, 1st Anniversary  ~ Fr. Gabriel 
 

**Michael Cerrone,  Robert Chaney, Douglas Clark, Casey Cole,  
         William Cook | Stephen Owusu Dwamena | Sr. Rachael Elizabeth Wilson 
 

2/8 Saturday 
Heb 13:15-17, 20-21; Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6; Mk 6:30-34 
 

9:00 am Fr. King  
5:00 pm              + Sheila Pippin ~ Fr. Gabriel 
 

**Gabriel Cummings, Benjamin Dallas, Matthew Ericksen, Rafael Estrada   
 | Gilbert Ofori Mensah | Sr. Stephanie Gabriel 
 

2/9 Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Is 6:1-2a, 3-8; Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 7-8; 1 Cor 15:1-11; Lk 5:1-11 
 

7:30 am For the People ~ Fr. King 
9:00 am + Gloria Mullins ~ Fr. Gabriel 
11:30 am + Sebastian Nazareth ~ Fr. King 
 

**Romanus Ezeugwu, Eric Filmer, Daniel Firmin, Luis Fonseca,  
 Mariusz Fuks | Benjamin Aler   |  Sr. Joan O’Reilly               

The Nursery is available for children 4 and under during the 9:00 
a.m. and 11:30 a.m. Masses. The Nursery is located in the Early 
Learning Center, Classroom #2. 



 

PARISH STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 

Offertory for Sunday 
January 26, 2025    $42,266.43 
YTD Offertory: July 1st through January 26th 
2023-24 Actual             $897,127.30 
2024-25 Budget             $903,486.22                                       
2024-25 Actual               $845,262.63 
 
 

2024 ACA Final Report as of 1/10/2025 
Thank you to all who gave to last year’s Appeal!  

Total Given & Pledged    $195,058.21 
ACA Parish Goal:               $134,000  
% Participation:                 29.16 
 
 

Thank you for your generous gifts to the  Stewardship of 

Treasure.  The offertory is the primary means of support 

for the parish and  provides programs, support, and 

services to our parishioners, school and community. 
 

Sign up for Online Giving Visit our parish website  at 

www.stjamessav.com and select the Online Giving link.   

If you have any questions please contact Mark Kolbush  

at  912-355-1523 or email:  Mkolbush@stjamessav.com   

 Council of Catholic Women 

Support, empower and educate all 

Catholic women in spirituality, 

leadership and service.   

Our next meeting will be February 3 at 6:30 PM.  
Karen Dills will show us how to make a flower 
arrangement.   

St. James Weekly Calendar 
 

2/2 Feast of the Presentation of the Lord 
8:00-11:15am    SJC Choir-Mercy Conference Rm 
9:00am    Rite of Welcome-OCIA 
10:15-11:15am  PREP-SJS 
 

Please join us for the Rosary for Fr. Firmin and his 
continued healing  daily after the 8:30am 

 
 

2/3 Monday   
7:45-8:15am Confessions-Fr. Gabriel -Office 
9:00am Rosary-PC/gym 
1:00-2:30pm Contemplative Prayer Group-MCR 
6:30-8:00pm CCW Meeting 
 

2/4 Tuesday           
7:45-8:15am Confessions-Fr. Gabriel-Office 
9:00am Rosary-MCR 
3:00-5:00pm SJS Faculty Meeting-SJS 
6:30-8:00pm RCIA-MCR 
 

2/5 Wednesday 
7:45-8:15am Confessions-Fr. Firmin-Office 
9:00am Rosary-MCR 
9:45-11:15am Bible Study-MCR 
6:30-8:00pm SJS Frist Reconciliation-PC/MCR 
  

2/6 Thursday    
7:45-8:15pm Confessions-Fr. King Office 
9:00am Rosary-MCR 
3:00pm SJS Children’s Rosary-MCR 
 

2/7 Friday  
7:45-8:15pm Confessions-Fr. Gabriel Office 
9:00am Rosary-MCR 
7:00pm SJS Handbag Bingo-PC/gym 
 

2/8 Saturday 
8:30am Rosary-MCR 
9:00am RCIA Makeup Session-MCR 
9:00am            Mass Setup-PC/gym  

10:00-11:30am SJC Food Pantry-SJS Cafeteria 
3:45-4:45pm Confessions-Fr. King- Office 
 

2/9 Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:00-11:15am    SJS Choir-Mercy Conference Rm 
10:15-11:15am  PREP-SJS 

The St. Patrick’s Day                    
Parade Committee  

 

 The St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
Committee is currently seeking all 
children ages 8-18 to participate in 

the Flags of Ireland Unit for the   
2025 St. Patrick’s Day Parade   

and other activities.  
  

   Space is limited so to reserve your spot, or if you 
have any questions, please contact Jake Roberts 

912-659-3146 or flag_unit@ 



 

HAPPENINGS AROUND THE DIOCESE  

*Must have at minimum, Bachelor’s Degree in  
     Mathematics 
 

*Teaching experience is REQUIRED but students  
     teaching is acceptable from an accredited University. 
 

*Excellent communication skills, both verbal and written 
 

*Willing to do whatever it takes to ensure students  
     success 
 

*Flexible 
 

Email your resume to Dawn.odom@svaga.net 

ADMINISTRATIVE ACCOUNTANT 

The Catholic Diocese of Savannah has an immediate 
opening for an Administrative Accountant.  Reporting to 
the Chief Financial Officer, this position will be respon-
sible for a variety of financial administrative functions:  
logging checks, monthly statements, and/or posting of 
AP, AR and general ledger transactions.  Risk and Prop-
erty Management tasks will include point of contact for 
property, and vehicle insurance claims and tracking 
property inventory. 

Knowledge and Experience required includes: 
Two years of formal accounting education and/                      

or 5+ years experience 
Knowledge of a CRM accounting software such as  

SAGE or Quickbooks Online 
High level of confidentiality and professionalism 
Ability to Manage priorities and multi-task. 
Excellent written and oral communication skills 
Understanding of the Mission of the Catholic 

Church 
To make application send a resume and cover letter 
to:  jgreen@diosav.org. 



 

ABUSE HOTLINE   

To report sexual abuse of a minor by a 

Diocese of Savannah employee or  

volunteer, call the abuse hotline at 888-357-

5330 or the  Office for Protection of 

Children & Young people at 912-201-4073. 

To read the policy on sexual abuse of 

minors, go to 

www.diosav.org/childyouthprotection. 



 
 

Come join us as we begin the 
TMIY Spring 2025 Semester of 
"Apostles of the New 
Springtime", beginning 
Wednesday, February 5. Program 
will run for 13 consecutive 

Wednesdays from 6:20 - 7:30 am.  This is our 10th year of 
the TMIY (That Man is You) Catholic Men's 
program.  Come grow in your Catholic faith and become 
part of our TMIY brotherhood. Call Brian Kennedy, cell 
912 661-0546 or Paul Lambert, cell 912 484-4670 for 
more information.  

St. James Church Food Pantry Ministry News  

Our next Food Pantry is February 8th. For more information, please call the Food Pantry line at 912-800-9006. If 

you would like to volunteer, please email Mary Lisicia at marylisicia@yahoo.com or call the church office at 

912-355-1523.  If you prefer to make a monetary donation, please make the check out to St. James 

Catholic Church and place in the memo line – “SJC Food Pantry” or you can donate online at our 

website: www.stjamessav.com  

 

The Food Pantry is every third Saturday of the month in the school cafeteria from 10:00 am – 11:30 am. For more 
information, please call the Food Pantry line at 912-800-9006. If you would like to volunteer, please email Mary 
Lisicia at marylisicia@yahoo.com or call the church office at 912-355-1523.   

Rice 
Canned Chicken & Tuna 
Instant Mashed Potatoes 
Peanut Butter & Jelly 
Dry Macaroni    
Oatmeal 
Breakfast Cereal 
Canned Spaghetti Sauce   
Beef Stew               

Baby and Adult Diapers/Wipes      
Canned Pasta Meals  
Toilet Paper 
Shelf Stable Milk 
Kleenex 
Canned Fruit   
Laundry Detergent 
Pancake Mix & Syrup 
Deodorant 

Low Sodium Canned Vegetables & 
Soup           
Toothpaste, Toothbrush & Soap 
Healthy Snacks Including Nuts & 
Granola bars   
         

Kids Corner 

mailto:marylisicia@yahoo.com
http://www.stjamessav.com
mailto:marylisicia@yahoo.com


 


